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Introduction 

This heritage impact assessment considers the likely impact of the proposed temporary 

clearing and redesign of the Community Gardens at the Collingwood Children’s Farm as part 

of the Former Convent of the Good Shepherd, Abbotsford.  The Former Convent and 

associated land is identified as being of State and National heritage significance, and is on 

both the Victorian Heritage Register and National Heritage List.  

It is proposed to re-establish the community gardens, however the plans for the new gardens 

to address current codes and expectations have not yet been produced. As such this 

assessment only concerns the removal of the existing gardens and structures.  

This assessment is produced in accordance with the guidelines for preparing heritage impact 

statements prepared by Heritage Victoria.   

Existing Conditions 

The Collingwood Children’s Farm is at on the north-eastern section of the former Abbotsford 

Convent.  The site slopes to the north down to the Yarra River.  The Community Gardens is 

located in the north section of the Collingwood Children’s Farm between the Merri Creek Trail 

to the west and south along with the Collingwood Children’s Farm Administration building and 

with the Yarra River to the north.  On the north between gardens and the river is a large row of 

Eucalypt gums trees.  To the south-east is a bare paddock of grass.  To the north-west beyond 

the Merri Creek trail are large trees and two Victorian buildings that are of heritage significance 

and included in the site’s heritage protection by Heritage Victoria and National Heritage List.  
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Figure 1 – Aerial image of the Former Abbotsford Convent Site with the Collingwood Children’s Farm Community 
Gardens surrounded by the red boundary. 

 

The community gardens are made up 48 different garden plots. The garden beds are generally 

set up in a rectangular grid with narrow dirt pathways between and through the garden beds, 

that have inconsistent surfaces with some overgrown with weeds and uneven.  The garden 

beds are expressed and distinguished by various structures, forms and fabric including steel 

picket fences, timber post and plank fences, corrugate iron fences, raised timber plank garden 

beds, steel pipe enclosures and other make shift structures.  

The condition of the existing garden structures is generally poor and not well planned in their 

construction.  There are a number of structures that have been poorly assembled and others 

with fabric that is damaged.  There is a considerable amount of garden and assorted rubbish, 

such as bricks, pipes pickets, wire, timber posts and planks, that appear to have accumulated 

over a period of time by activities of individuals that is ad hock and without evident coordination.   
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Figure 2 – Aerial image of the location of the Community Garden structures 

 
Figure 3 – Photo looking west on the east side of the community gardens 
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Figure 4             Figure 5  

  
Figure 6                                                                       Figure 7 

  
Figure 8                                                                                  Figure 9 
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Proposal  
It is proposed to clear the community gardens.  This would include the removal of the garden 

bed structures and removal of all material from the site.  The gardens are to be cleared as they 

currently do not meet accessibility requirements are not safe environment that can be enjoyed 

or visited by school groups or people with disabilities. 

The gardens are to be cleared and replaced with a new community garden that has safe access 

paths to allow all people of varying physical abilities to visit the gardens safely.  The scope and 

design of these gardens have not yet been finalized.  The new gardens are to be redesigned 

to provide a better educational outcome for visiting children in developing agricultural 

technologies and methods that cannot be accommodated in the existing layout. 

 

History of Community Garden Area 
The Convent of the Good Shepherd did farm the land extending from the higher ground to the 

river to grow food to support the convent.  The Convent produced enough food to be self-

sufficient and generate revenue, including growing vegetables and fruit as well as livestock 

including dairy cattle, poultry and pigs.   An aerial photograph of the site from 1945 shows the 

location presently occupied by the community gardens to be an open paddock with the land 

on the opposite, southern, side of the Convent buildings the site on vegetables and crops 

where grown.  The aerial photograph shows the land at the north side of the extension of St 

Heliers Street and the apron of land adjacent to the banks of the Yarra River to be clear of 

vegetation, and built forms other than what appears to a single shed.  The location of vegetable 

gardens and fruit orchards are seen to be on the south side of the site where the land is further 

above the flood level and more secluded from public view.  

The land of the Former Convent of the Good Shepherd was sold to the State Government in 

1975.  The Collingwood Children’s Farm was established in 1979 with two thirds of the site 

allocated for its use.  The Community Gardens have developed as the Collingwood Children’s 

Farm has grown to its current form with the gardens on the land that was historically used over 

the course of the century of occupation by the Convent of the Good Shepherd to graze cattle 

and livestock.  This historical use of the area now occupied by the Community Gardens was 

determined in part by the land lying within the flood zone of the Yarra river. 
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Figure 10 – 1945 aerial photograph of the subject site with a red arrow pointing to the location of the community 
gardens today (Victorian Department of Lands and Survey from aerial photography taken by Adastra Airways) 

 
Significance 
The site is included in both the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) and the National Heritage 

List (NHL).  The following is the statement from the VHR retrieved from the Victorian Heritage 

Database, retrieved on the 28th of August 2021. Those sections considered most pertinent to 

the assessment of any contribution to significance that may be made by the Community 

Gardens has been underlined:  

Last updated on – February 16, 2000  

What is significant? 

The Convent of the Good Shepherd at Abbotsford is a large, relatively intact and 
architecturally distinctive example of a Roman Catholic convent complex. It includes 
ecclesiastical, residential, educational and utility buildings constructed during the late 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries in a rural setting on a bend of the Yarra River close 
to the city as well as to the inner suburban slums. This secluded site was chosen by four 
Irish sisters from the Good Shepherd's mother house in Angers, France, who arrived in 
Melbourne in 1863, and established the Order on what had been two large 1840s villa 
estates, St Heliers and Abbotsford House. From the late 1860s the site accommodated 
the Magdalen Asylum, which was essentially a women's refuge, a reformatory for young 
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offenders, and an industrial school complex for the care and training of children who 
were disadvantaged or neglected. At the end of the 1870s a Catholic day school was 
added. More land was purchased in the 1880s and 1890s to include all of the land 
between Clarke Street and the Yarra River. This allowed for the construction of the large 
laundry buildings, which were to become the primary source of income for the convent. 
The institution provided for the care of thousands of women and girls through a variety 
of welfare and court-based rehabilitation and protection programs. There was a massive 
expansion program in the early twentieth century, with the construction of a new Convent 
building and adjacent contemplative garden, and new buildings for classrooms, a 
refectory and dormitories. Most of these were designed by the architectural firm Reed 
Smart & Tappin. The convent became one of the largest self-sufficient convent and farm 
complexes in Australia: at its peak it housed, fed and clothed a population of over a 
thousand, and hundreds more children attended the day schools. There were extensive 
vegetable gardens and orchards on the southern slopes, grazing land for milking cows 
and horses to the east, and large numbers of pigs and poultry were kept.  

In 1975 the site was purchased by the Victorian Government as a higher education 
campus, with funding from the Federal Government. The proposed redevelopment of the 
site in the late 1990s led to a massive community- based heritage battle which resulted 
in 2004 in the transfer of the convent site south of St Heliers Street to the Abbotsford 
Convent Foundation for community use. The site is now divided into three parts: the 
north-west part of the site, including the chapel, which has been retained by the Order; 
the Collingwood Children's Farm, established in 1979 on the former farm land to the east; 
and the remainder of the former convent site, including the gardens, controlled by the 
Foundation.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is a cohesive complex of picturesque 
ecclesiastical, residential, educational and utility buildings, largely two- or three-storey 
brick buildings in a Gothic Revival style, set amidst magnificent grounds. To the south of 
the convent is a picturesque garden with a central lawn and surrounded by shrubberies, 
a timber rotunda, curved paths and formal paths lined with elm and oak avenue plantings 
associated with the former grounds of Abbotsford House. The lower garden contains a 
former orchard area, and to the east is former grazing and farm land. The site retains 
remnant River Red Gums and vistas to the indigenous bushland of Yarra Bend Park and 
the Yarra River.  

The main building on the site is the Convent building and annexe (containing the former 
kitchens) (1900-1903), one of the key buildings of the early twentieth century expansion, 
notable for its use of roughcast on the walls. Other major buildings are: the two-storey 
brick Industrial School for neglected children (1868); the Magdalen Asylum (or Sacred 
Heart) (by the architect Thomas Kelly, 1877); St Euphrasia's school (1879); Mercator, 
the main laundry building (from c1885 to 1964); the North Laundry (c1885-1925) and the 
South Laundry (1907); Providence (1887, 1905), built as school accommodation; St 
Anne's (1906), part of the Magdalen Asylum, which completed the enclosure of the 
Magdalen Asylum courtyard; Rosina, the former Sacred Heart Class (1908), designed in 
the Baroque Revival style; and St Mary's Preservation Class (1911), also in the Baroque 
Revival style. Many notable interior features survive. Part of the original boundary wall 
survives from the 1860s.  

 

How is it significant? 

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is of historical, architectural, scientific 
(botanical), aesthetic and archaeological significance to the state of Victoria.  

Why is it Significant? 
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The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is historically significant as the only existing 
former monastic or convent farm surviving in a substantial manner within a city in 
Australia. It is the site of the largest self-sufficient convent and monastic building and 
farm complex in the state, with extensive vegetable gardens, orchards and grazing land. 
The large-scale agricultural operations were remarkable for an inner-city location. The 
farm and the massive laundry buildings were major symbols of the convent and of the 
objectives of the Order.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is historically significant as the birthplace in 
Australia of the Good Shepherd Order, one of the most important religious institutional 
complexes within the Catholic Church in Victoria, which provided for the refuge and care 
of thousands of women and girls through a variety of welfare, rehabilitation and 
protection programs during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This was the first 
convent of the Order in Australia and New Zealand, and was the Mother House and 
Novitiate for the Order in Australasia.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is historically significant as a demonstration 
of changing approaches to the institutional care, reform and education of disadvantaged 
women and children in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is historically significant for its role during the 
early years of church- based education after the 1872 Education Act ended state funding 
to Denominational schools, and the subsequent expansion of church-based education.  

The former Convent is historically significant for its association with two of Melbourne's 
earliest villa estates, Abbotsford House and St Heliers, built by two of its most prominent 
citizens, Edward Curr and Samuel Orr, which occupied this site from the 1840s, and of 
which traces still remain.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is architecturally significant as an outstanding 
example of a nineteenth century religious complex, with buildings constructed in various 
periods but in a consistent Gothic Revival style, reflecting the contemporary interest in 
Medievalism and strongly influenced by the French Mother House. These include the 
early buildings designed by Thomas Kelly, and those designed in the major building 
campaign of 1900-1911, mainly by William Tappin, with others by Reed, Smart & Tappin, 
one of Victoria's major architectural firms of that period. It is significant for the intact 
interiors, notably in the convent buildings, kitchens and laundries.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is of scientific (botanical) significance for its 
collection of mature shrubs and trees of considerable age, including two outstanding 
English Oaks (Quercus robur), a fine Holm Oak (Quercus ilex) remnant River Red Gums 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis), some rare plants including Dombeya tiliacea, and Vitex 
lucens.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is of aesthetic significance for the 
architectural cohesion of the complex, for the designed landscape elements and natural 
attributes, for the bushland vistas, and for its rural setting on the Yarra River, which has 
been retained despite the development of surrounding areas. It is a key visual landmark 
in the area, and notable for the views of the site from the Johnston Street Bridge, from 
the Kew side of the river, and from the Children's farm.  

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd is of archaeological significance for its 
potential to provide evidence of the former occupation of the site.  

 

Extent of Registration  
AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS Historic Building No. 951.  
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Former Convent of the Good Shepherd complex off Clarke and St Helliers Streets, 
Abbotsford. 

(To the extent of: 

1. All the following buildings, structures and works including roads and paths, fences, 
gates and remnant walls and buildings marked B-1 to B-14 inclusive on Plan 6049167 
(A), endorsed by the Chairperson, Historic Buildings Council and held by the Director, 
Historic Buildings Council to include: 

B1 Convent 

B2 Convent Kitchen 

B3 Sacred Heart 

B4 Rosina 

B5 St Mary's 

B6 St Euphrasia's 

B7 Providence 

B8 Kindergarten 

B9 Mercator 

B10 Lourdes 

B11 House No. 1 

B12 House No. 2 

B13 St Anne's 

B14 Cemetery. 

2. All of that land marked L-1 on Plan 6049167 (B), endorsed by the Chairperson, Historic 
Buildings Council and held by the Director, Historic Buildings Council being all of Crown 
Allotments 77C, 77E, 77F, 77G, 77H, 77J, County of Bourke, Parish of Jika Jika as 
shown on CP 111536 (See Appendix A).) 

[Victoria Government Gazette No. G3 21 January 1993 pp.155-156]  

 

National Significance  

Below is the Summary Statement of Significance as retrieved from the NHL for the subject site. 

Those sections considered most pertinent to the assessment of any contribution to significance 

that may be made by the Community Gardens has been underlined 

National Heritage Listing 

Summary Statement of Significance 

The former Convent of the Good Shepherd complex, including a rare laundry, is an 
outstanding example of a place which demonstrates Australia's social and welfare history, 
especially in regards to the role of religious and charitable institutions in this history over 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The Convent's variety of programs and 
facilities in their institutional and ecclesiastical context are significant aspects of place 
which strengthens its historic value.  
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Operating over more than one hundred years from 1863 to 1974, through the social 
traumas caused by the great Depression, two World Wars and other social upheavals, the 
Convent provided shelter, food, education and work for tens of thousands of women and 
children who were variously impacted by poverty, neglect, disadvantage or other forms of 
social exclusion or insecurity. The Convent also formed part of Victoria's early juvenile 
justice system. 

The former Convent place has retained buildings and spaces demonstrating a range of 
former institutional and ecclesiastical functions including the residential and training 
mother house of a major religious order, a chapel, a women's refuge, a reformatory for 
young offenders, an industrial school complex for neglected and disadvantaged children, a 
catholic day school, a working farm and large industrial laundry. The remnant laundry 
buildings are rare in Australia. 

The place demonstrates models of care implemented by the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd and the historic course and pattern of these models through the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. Institutionalised welfare over this period was eventually abandoned as 
a care model throughout Australia by the 1960s and 70s. The Apology to the Forgotten 
Australians in 2009 highlighted the trauma experienced by children in institutions 
throughout Australia. The Forgotten Australians connection with this place is part of its 
significance. 

Abbotsford Convent has outstanding heritage significance to Australia because of its very 
high capacity to demonstrate the welfare history and patterns of social change associated 
with institutionalisation. It informs our understanding of Australia's welfare history and the 
social changes which shaped the distinctive models of care evident within the Convent 
over more than 100 years. 

The impact on large numbers of people who were admitted to benevolent institutions 
continues today. As a result Abbotsford Convent is a valuable physical record which can 
explain the personal histories of individuals and is also a valuable record for on-going 
generations who are seeking to understand the past which has impacted on their family. In 
particular Abbotsford Convent is able to inform the stories and experiences of women and 
children. 

The overall lack of surviving material culture relating to the residential care of Forgotten 
Australians also increases the heritage value of the laundry buildings. Given the 
intactness of the laundry within its institutional setting, its significance as a marker of 
conditions associated with the Forgotten Australians and its rarity at least nationally, the 
laundry complex is considered to be of high significance. 

 
Criterion A Events, Processes 

The Abbotsford Convent place has outstanding historic value because of the site's strong 
capacity to demonstrate the course and pattern of welfare provision in Australia from the 
mid - nineteenth century to the mid - twentieth century.  
  
The history of welfare provision in Australia mirrors the course and pattern of social 
change in Australia. These changes inform our understanding of ourselves as Australians 
in the communities and broader society we live in. The development of social institutions 
in Australia also has a defining impact on Australian life and reflects the collective effort 
made by Australians to support each other in our communities and wider society. 
  
The significant role and influence of religious institutions in the development of Australia's 
welfare system is particularly evident at Abbotsford Convent. The models of care 
demonstrated at the Abbotsford Convent mostly reflect patterns of welfare provision 
developed prior to the establishment of a secular, government system of defined benefits. 
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During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, secular or religious institutions were a 
primary way of delivering services to people facing poverty or other forms of difficulty or 
disadvantage. Compared with modern standards and from a contemporary perspective, 
conditions in nineteenth century institutions were harsh and cruel. Care institutions were 
also used to house Indigenous children involuntarily removed from their families by 
government policies.  
  
Abbotsford Convent, established in one of the then poorest districts of Melbourne, initially 
offered a refuge for women, responding in part to a noticeable increase in social and 
community stress which was impacting on families and women in particular. An 
orphanage was also established. Over time the Convent expanded to include an early 
industrial school, a reformatory school for young offenders, a women's refuge and a 
catholic day school. These places were all located within the wider ecclesiastical setting 
made up of the Convent 'mother' house, the Chapel and the garden with its recreation and 
contemplative areas. These facilities were established and operated by the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd Order; an order established to help women and girls facing social 
hardship and exclusion. 

The Convent's working farm and large commercial laundry provided the Convent with an 
important source of revenue for its operation and institutional activities. Work in the farm 
and laundry formed elements of the rehabilitation, training and reform programs at the 
Convent. The construction of programs like these and the consequential treatment of girls 
and young children reflect the values of the time. In the nineteenth century women's lives 
were largely restricted to the home with little outside opportunities for work. Women's 
behaviour was also subject to strict and gendered codes of conduct. The particular needs 
of young children were also poorly understood. Over the course of the twentieth century 
practices changed from those characterised by control to a system based on children's 
rights. Benefits began to be provided by governments in more direct forms of assistance. 
By the 1960s and 1970s institutionalisation was abandoned and replaced by a community 
based system of service delivery. 

Residential care institutions impacted on a significant number of Australians. Their 
experiences were acknowledged in the national Apology to Australia's Indigenous Peoples 
in 2008 and to the Forgotten Australians and Former Child Migrants in 2009. The harm of 
institutionalisation and the trauma often experienced by residents is acknowledged as 
being part of the heritage of this place. 

Features expressing the overall national significance of the Abbotsford Convent include 
but are not limited to the whole Convent complex within the place boundary. All of the 
existing buildings and their layout prior to the Convent's closure in the 1970s are 
significant. The Convent gardens, courtyards and former Convent farm are also 
significant. 

Features expressing specific aspects of the national significance of Abbotsford Convent 
include but are not limited to the following items:  

In relation to the Convent Chapel, the Chapel's location near to the former Convent 
building, its function as a place of worship and the features demonstrating the 
management and control of girls in care are significant. Management and control 
measures include but are not limited to the evidence of separation of girls in the seating 
layout of the chapel and the separate entrances to the Chapel. 

In relation to the former Convent building, features demonstrating the residential use and 
operation of this building as a convent and centre of care institution management are 
significant. The architectural style of the building reflecting its 'French order' heritage is 
significant. Items of particular significance in relation to the Convent building include but 
are not limited to the Provincial Superior's room, the Bishop's Parlour including its interior 
fireplace and distinctive interior room decoration, the Breakfast Parlour, the Salon with 
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decorative frieze and other rooms reflecting the use of the building for the housing of 
resident novitiates and nuns (cells, dormitories, dining, recreation and work spaces) and 
other supportive functions including the kitchen. The significance of these additional items 
reside in their ability to demonstrate the function of the Convent and the living conditions 
and or experiences of residents in the Convent. 

In relation to the remaining asylum buildings the built structures, internal rooms and 
outdoor spaces demonstrating the function of the asylum and the way of life and lived 
experiences of those resident at the Convent during the nineteenth century and early to 
mid-twentieth century are significant. Buildings of particular significance include but are 
not limited to Sacred Heart, the industrial school, the laundry (north and south), the 
stables, Rosina, St Mary's, St Euphrasia, Providence, Mercator and St Anne's. Items 
which demonstrate confinement and segregation of classes of residents like gates, 
window bars, the remnant original convent walls, fences and paths are significant. Places 
used for 'overseeing' residents and the features, like windows, which made this possible 
are also significant. The layout and size of interior rooms which reflect the living and 
working conditions of residents is significant. The 'front' gate entrance to the Convent off 
Clarke Street is also significant as the former formal entry point to the institution. The 
enclosed and gated Sacred Heart courtyard is also significant as a place demonstrating 
confinement. 

Some specific interior rooms are also significance because they demonstrate the working 
and living conditions of residents of the Convent asylum. These rooms include but are not 
limited to the Rosina auditorium and theatre, the Rosina visiting parlour room, the Oratory, 
'Granary' and the Sacred Heart infirmary. 

In relation to the 'Monastic' gardens, their ability to demonstrate the living conditions and 
experiences of the sisters and girls in care is significant. Items of particular significance 
include but are not limited to the convent courtyard garden to the north of the Convent 
building (and enclosed by the Convent building) and the informal garden to the south of 
the convent, Rosina and Sacred Heart.  

In relation to the 'Monastic' farm surrounding the former Convent complex the 
maintenance of a wide, open space reflecting the former use of the river frontage area for 
the production of food (including the grazing of cows) for the Convent is significant.  

In relation to the laundry buildings, built features demonstrating the size and function of 
the laundry are significant. 

 

Criterion B. Rarity 

Criterion (b) 

The place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place's possession 
of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Australia's natural or cultural history. 

The Abbotsford Convent laundry is a rare surviving example of its type within Australia. 
The laundry’s intact institutional and ecclesiastical setting is also outstanding because this 
setting informs the operation, function and purpose of the laundry. All of the laundry 
buildings are significant for their ability to demonstrate the nature of work and conditions in 
the laundry. The laundry reflects the social attitudes of the time and acts as a reference 
point in the evolution of child welfare and juvenile justice practices in Australia. The 
Convent laundry buildings are an important physical record for those Australians and their 
families known collectively as the Forgotten Australians.  

Features expressing this significance include all of the laundry buildings within the 
Convent complex and their layout and relationship with the other benevolent care facilities. 
The features which capture the institutional setting and supporting functions associated 
with these laundries are those items defined in the values statement for criterion (a) 
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Comparison of the VHR and NHL 

The VHR and NHL both identify the site as being of historic value, being a rare remaining 

example of the environmental expression of the historical model for rehabilitation training and 

reform in the self-sufficient Convent community that including agricultural practices.  The NHL 

places greater emphasis on the trauma that historically was associated with institutional care 

and reform care for vulnerable women adolescents and children. This aspect of significance of 

the history of the place as embodied by the place is covered by both the State and the National 

listing.  The features and values that are identified in the statement of significance under both 

listings overlap such that there are no values or featured identified in the NHL listing that are 

not covered by the statement of significance of the VHR.    

Critically for the present assessment of possible value or contribution that may be made by the 

Community Gardens is that these 21st Century elements are not noted amongst the featured 

expressing the significance of the place at either State of National level. 

 

Environment Protection and Biosecurity Conservation Act 1999 

An assessment of the potential impacts on the local environment show that there are no 

elements of environmental value and significance that will be impacted as required under the 

Environment Protection and Biosecurity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC).  The values of the site 

as listed under the NHL are for the rarity and processes associated with the Former Convent.  

The site has no matters of national environment value listed under the statement of significance 

of the NHL.  The works will be controlled to ensure all rubbish will be removed from the site 

ensuring there are no potential impacts of national environmental significance, such rubbish 

from the site entering the Yarra River.  It should be noted on the permit that the contractors for 

the works ensure that the site is cleared of all rubbish and fabric in a safe and careful manner 

to ensure there is no rubbish polluting the river or the site.  

 

Discussion 

The proposed clearing of the community garden structures will not impact any fabric of the 

place that can be considered to contribute to the heritage significance of the subject site as 

identified by the statements of significance of both the VHR and NHL.  The Community 

Gardens and associated structures are entirely 21st Century in origin with no connection to the 

Convent occupation and use of the land.  The historical use of the subject area of the site by 

the Convent of the Good Shepherd was grazing livestock to support the inhabitants and 
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generate some revenue.  The land on the north and east side of the site along the river was 

cleared grass paddocks that the contained dairy cattle, poultry and pigs.  The Convents 

vegetable and fruit crops were very clearly documented as having been located on the south 

side of the Convent well separated from the area now occupied by the Community Gardens.  

The Community Garden structures of the past two decades have been an introduced use with 

public access to the Collingwood Children’s Farm that now occupies what and was historically 

a convent closed to public access for a century. Whilst vegetables where grown by the women 

of the convent, with the assistance of some few male grounds staff, and vegetables are also 

now grown on the other side of the property in the Community Garden the use itself is not of 

heritage significance.   

Neither the use nor the fabric of the Community Garden can be claimed to contribute to the 

heritage significance of the Former Convent of the Good Shepherd. Although the ‘open space’ 

of the farm land is identified as an ‘object’ or ‘feature’ expressive of the historical significant 

Convent use and operation, it is reasonable to consider the Community Garden use one that 

is ‘complementary’ with both the understanding and appreciation of the heritage significance 

of the Convent.  That the gardens are now located where the Convent grazed livestock may 

require some appropriate interpretation so as not to confuse the understanding of the historical 

condition just as the use of replication of historical detail in new building works must be clearly 

identifiable to avoid and confusion of understanding of originality or avoid distortion of the 

historical condition by introducing elements or features where they had never previously 

existed. 

In order for an object to contribute to the significance of a heritage place that object must be 

heritage fabric or be a faithful replication of the known earlier condition of the place.  It is clear 

that the community garden structures are not of heritage fabric.  Whilst a reconstruction can 

contribute to the significance of a heritage place, as then new is the embodiment of what was 

there before, an object or structure that is a reproduction of a historical feature, but in a location 

such features did not formerly exist (in this case the activity of grown vegetables) can only be 

a ‘compliment’ to the historical character of the place.  With appropriate interpretive material 

Community Gardens might be utilized to enhance the experience, understanding and 

appreciation of the heritage significance of the Convent by representing the vegetable 

gardening activity, albeit in a novel location.   

The areas used for the convent to provided functional support were located on the south side 

of the site down towards the river.  At this location were the vegetable gardens that provided 

sustenance for the Convent inhabitants.  The land to the north and east of the Convent 

buildings are shown as cleared land in the 1945 aerial photographs 
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If the community gardens are re-established, as it is proposed to be once there has been 

community consultation and a scope of works established, it would be appropriate to include 

interpretation materials that inform of the historical subsistence farming undertaken by the 

Convent.  In this way the community gardens would play a role in interpreting the function and 

history of the former Convent and would complement the appreciation and understanding of 

the significance of the site. 

The Community Gardens, whilst on the land having National Heritage Listing has no national 

environmental value and therefore the proposed works do not require any further assessment 

under the EPBC Act.  The clearing of the garden plots will not have any adverse affect on the 

natural landscape of the site and surrounding, or the views of the landscape from the site.  No 

mature native shrubs or trees will be damaged as a result of the clearing works.  

It is my view that the removal of the community garden structure will have no impact upon 

significance of the site.  As no heritage fabric is involved or impacted by the proposal I 

understand that the proposed clearance of the gardens would be appropriately addressed with 

a permit exemption.   

The proposed re-establishment of the community gardens, with a safe environment having 

great accessibility and teaching potential for children, will be an improvement to the site with 

opportunity to compliment the understanding and appreciation of the self-sufficient agricultural 

practices of the Convent.  The re-establishment of new community gardens is a matter that is 

expected to require a permit from Heritage Victoria.  

The Community use may in time come to develop heritage value in its own right, however just 

as no heritage value can yet be attributed to the Children’s Farm as a whole, heritage value 

cannot be yet attributed to the existing Community Gardens.  
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